Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BRUSSE 00819 071850Z 
64 

ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 
USIA-15 SAM-01 SAJ-01 EB-11 OMB-01 TRSE-00 DRC-01 
/1 18 W 

094279 

R 071755Z FEB 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE 9845 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS UNN 
USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 
USCINCEUR 
USNMR SHAPE 

CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 0819 
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SUBJECT: DISCUSSION OF ELECTION OUTLOOK WITH OPPOSITION 
LEADERS SCHILTZ AND LAGASSE 

REF: A. BRUSSELS 554, 468, 393, 726 

1. SUMMARY: I REPORTED EARLIER ON MY DISCUSSIONS OF 
THE BELGIAN POLITICAL SCENE WITH LEADERS OF THE TRADITONAL 
PARTIES (REFTELS A). THIS REPORT SUMMARIZES RECENT 
DISCUSSIONS WITH THE PRESIDENTS OF TWO MINORITY PARTIES 
OF THE OPPOSITION, HUGO SCHILTZ OF THE FLEMISH VOLKSUNI, 
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AND ANDRE LAGASSE OF THE BRUSSELS-WALLONIAN FRANCOPHONE 
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FRONT. THESE TWO PARTIES ARE USUALLY DESCRIBED AS 
FEDERALIST, LINGUISTIC.OR EXTREMIST.THEIR OBJECTIVES 
LIE IN A POLITICAL NO-MAN'S-LAND BETWEEN A NEW 
FEDERALIZED BELGIUM AND THE IMPOSSIBLE DREAM OF OUTRIGHT 
SEPARATISM, WITH OR WITHOUT THE NETHERLANDS 
OR FRANCE. LAGASSE, DEAN OF THE FACULTY OF LAW AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF LEUVEN, IS PRESUMABLY A RESPECTER OF LAW 
AND DUE PROCESS, BUT IN HIS DEEP ANTIPATHY FOR ’'PARTOCRACY" 
AND FOR ANY SPEAKER OF THE DUTCH LANGUAGE, HE HAS ABOUT 
HIM SOMETHING OF THE SMELL OF REXIST FASCISM. THE FDF, 

WITH ITS ALLIED WALLONIAN RALLY (RW), IS LIKELY TO MAKE 
NEW INROADS INTO THE POWER POSITION OF THE TRADITIONAL 
BELGIAN PARTIES (SOCIALIST, SOCIAL CHRISTIAN, AND 
LIBERAL). END SUMMARY. 

2. ELECTIONS. LAGASSE FORESEES HIS FDF FORMATION 
WINNING A CLEAR MAJORITY IN THE BRUSSELS REGION (AND 
OF THIS THERE IS LITTLE DOUBT AFTER THE FDF SUCCESS IN 
THE LAST BRUSSELS REGIONAL ELECTION). HE THINKS THE FDF 
ALLIED GROUP, RASSEMBLEMENT WALLON, WILL RUN SECOND 
IN WALLONIA BEHIND THE PSB AND AHEAD OF THE PSC. IN 
FLANDERS HE FORESEES LIMITED GAINS BY THE VOLKSUNIE 
AND THE LIBERALS (PVV), AT THE EXPENSE OF THE FLEMISH 
CATHOLICS (CVP). 

3. FEDERALISM. LAGASSE SAID THAT BY FEDERALISM HE 

MEANS "AN INDEPENDENT BRUSSELS, AND INDEPENDENT WALLONIA, 
AND AN INDEPENDENT FLANDERS". EACH OF THESE INDEPENDENT 
COUNTRIES WOULD HAVE ITS REPRESENTATIVES IN NATO AND 
THE EEC. WHEN ASKED IF HE MEANT THEREFORE THAT HE 
FAVORED THE BREAK UP OF BELGIUM, LAGASSE SAIDNEITHER 
NO NOR YES BUT PROCEEDED TO TALK AS THOUGH THIS WAS TO 
BE TACITLY UNDERSTOOD. SCHILTZ BELIEVES THAT THE NEXT 
PARLIAMENT ELECTED AFTER THE PARLIAMENT OF MARCH 10, 

1974, IS CERTAIN TO BE "CONSTITUENT" I.E. AUTHORIZED BY 
ITS PREDECESSOR PARLIAMENT TO ENACT AMENDMENTS TO THE 
CONSTITUTION. SCHILTZ WANTS A FEDERAL BELGIUM 
COMPRISING "TWO AND ONE HALF REGIONS". HE DOES NOT 
WANT THE BRUSSELS REGION TO HAVE THE SAME STATURE AS 
FLANDERS AND WALLONIA AND THEREBY BE IN A POSITION TO 
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ACT AS ARBITER. IN EXPLAINING WHY HE DOES NOT EXPECT TO 
SEE BELGIUM DISMEMBERED, SCHILTZ REVIEWED FRENCH AND 
DUTCH DISINTEREST IN ACQUIRING WALLONIAN AND FLEMISH 
TERRITORY. 

4. FRANCOPHILIA. LAGASSE DISCOURSED AT LENGTH AND 
WITH FEELING ON THE PREEMINENCE OF THE FRENCH LANGUAGE 
AS A WORLD LANGUAGE, IN CONTRAST WITH THE INSIGNIFICANCE 
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OF DUTCH. 

5. FOREIGN AND MILITARY POLICIES. LAGASSE EXPRESSED 
THE OPINION (WHICH I CONTROVERTED) THAT US INVESTORS 
HAD NEGLECTED WALLONIA IN FAVOR OF FLANDERS. SCHILTZ 
SAID THAT THE VOLKSUNIE FAVORED BELGIUM MEETING ITS NATO 
COMMITMENTS. HE SAID HIS GROUP OPPOSES THE CONCEPT OF 
ENDING CONSCRIPTION AND RELYING ON A PROFESSIONAL FORCE. 

THE VOLKSUNIE HAS DOUBTS, HE SAID, ABOUT MULTINATIONAL 
CORPORATIONS. 

6. COMMENT. SENATOR LAGASSE IS WELL KNOWN AS A FANATIC 
SO FAR AS THE LINGUISTIC RIGHTS OF FRENCH-SPEAKING 
BELGIANS ARE CONCERNED. HE STRUCK ME AS QUITE INTENSE 

AND DOGMATIC ON OTHER SUBJECTS AS WELL. EMBASSY BIOGRAPHIC 

RECORDS INCLUDE THE TEXT OF AN INTERVIEW HE GAVE THE 

WEEKLY "SPECIAL" ON MARCH 6, 1968, IN WHICH HE SPOKE 

OF THE DAY WHEN "OUR FRANCOPHONE COMMUNITY TAKES ITS 

PLACE AS SUCH IN THE POLITICAL EUROPE OF TOMORROW AND 

COULD NOLONGER BE RESPRESENTED BY, FOR EXAMPLE, A 

VAN ELSLANDE". HE IS FURTHER QUOTED AS BEING "AGAINST 

NATO INITS PRESENT FORM". SO FAR AS THE BELGIAN 

FEDERALIST/LINGUISTIC PARTIES ARE CONCERNED, WE DISCERN 

A TREND TOWARDS THE ADOPTION BY THESE PARTIES OF SOCIAL, POLITICAL 

AND ECONOMIC POLICIES BEYOND THE LINGUSTIC QUESTION, 

WHILE THE TRADITIONAL PARTIES ARE MOVINGOPENLY OR 
TACITLY TOWARDS NEW MORE FEDERALIST POSITIONS ON 
LINGUISTIC/FEDERALIST ISSUES. STRAUSZ-HUPE 
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